
 When the third month of  the 
year approached the liturgical calendar, 
the University held an array of  spiritual 
activities in observance of  the Lenten 
Season, which started on March 2 to April 
14, 2022.
 On March 1, a Holy Mass and 
the Rite of  Sunog Sala or Shrove Tuesday 
was conducted. In preparation for the Ash 
Wednesday, palm leaves from the previous 
Lent, which were brought to the campus 
by some personnel, were burned to ashes 
and blessed during the said ceremony. 
The following day, March 2, the Rite of  
Imposition of  Ashes or Ash Wednesday 
occurred. The usual smearing of  ashes 
on the forehead was slightly adjusted to 
the sprinkling of  ashes on the top of  the 
head due to the restrictions of  COVID-19. 
Both ceremonies were initiated by Rev. Fr. 
Bong Sabangan and were participated by 
reporting LCUP personnel.
 Remembering the journey of  
our Savior Jesus Christ to the cross, the

University observed Via Crucis at the 
University Chapel Garden from March 
7 to April 8. In this culminating activity, 
offices were assigned a particular schedule 
to sponsor the mass early in the morning 
and lead the prayers in the 14 Stations of  
the Cross in the afternoon. On March 11, 
office transactions were temporarily halted 
to reflect, fast, and give penance through 
a Personnel Lenten Recollection, which 
commenced with the Way of  the Cross or 
Station of  the Cross, wherein stations were 
installed and decorated in designated spots 
inside the campus prior to the activity. It 
was then followed by Penitential Service, 
Eucharistic Adoration, and Confession. In 
the afternoon, a meaningful discussion led 
by Fr. Kirth Stephen Buluran was witnessed 
by the LCUP community and concluded 
with a Celebration of  the Holy Eucharist. 
 Traversing to the Holy Week, the 
Office of  the Vice President for Spiritual 
Formation and Extension - (MRBOP) 
Unit, in collaboration with the (...see page 4)
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(Left) A view of  a giant cross 
draped with a purple cloth 
installed inside the campus 
symbolizing the season of  

Lent.  (Top right) The Rite of  
Imposition of  Ashes or Ash 

Wednesday and (Bottom right) 
Sunog Sala or Shrove Tuesday
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 The La Consolacion University 
Philippines (LCUP) has once again 
proven its dedication to enhancing the 
quality of  higher education through 
research as it hosted the 2nd LCUP-
GE&RA International Web Conference 
in collaboration with its India-based non-
government organization partner Globus 
Education and Research Association 
(GE&RA). The conference, with its theme 
“Internationalization and Extension 
of  Educational Institutions Through 
Innovative and Emancipatory Researches 
Amidst the Current Challenges of  
Globalization and Technological Divide,” 
was held on April 29 and 30, 2022, via 
Facebook live, YouTube live, StreamYard, 
and Google Meet.
 The said research conference was 
spearheaded to get together and open doors 
for potential futuristic approaches that will 
play a significant role in synchronizing 
the enhancement of  the quality of  higher 
education with the emerging technology. 
The global pandemic’s current situation, 
which caused the world to rely more on the 
internet and other online modalities, fueled 
the said objective of  the conference.
 The conference was officially 
opened by Dr. Mark Rey Santos, LCUP 
OIC-VP for Research, Publications, & 
Linkages. Moreover, guests, presenters, 
and viewers were warmly welcomed by Sr. 
Editha S. Zerna, OSA, LCUP University

President, while Dr. Puneet Kumar Agarwal, 
President & Chairman of  GE&RA, gave his 
Presidential Address. Keynote and Guest 
Speakers were introduced by Sr. Mary 
Sheba Principe, OSA, the VP for Spiritual 
Formation and Extension Services, and 
Prof. Marissa Ventura, the VP for Finance 
and Administrative Services. and were 
felicitated by Dr. Enrico F. Rosales, LCUP 
VP for Graduate Studies and Prof. Maria 
Isabel Guevara, Executive Secretary to the 
LCUP University President. Conference 
Director Dr. Nidhi Agarwal gave a brief  
discussion of  what the conference is about.
 The 2nd LCUP-GE&RA 
International Web Conference was 
graced by keynote speakers, namely Dr. 
Sonjaya Singh Gaur from NYU School of  
Professional Studies New York University 
(NYU), Dr. Theresita V. Atienza, President 
of  Quezon City University, and Dr. 
Gagan Kukreja Associate Professor, 
Dept. of  Accounting College of  Business 
Administration University of  Bahrain who 
shared their knowledge and expertise. 
There were guest speakers from different 
countries as well, namely Dr. Aftab Alam, 
Dr. Ruchika Gupta,  and Dr. Vinod 
Dumblekar from India, Dr. Deepak Waikar 
from Singapore, Mr. Lonell R. Childred 
from the USA, our very own Dr. Mark 
Rey Santos from the Philippines,  and 
Dr. Enkeleda Lulaj from Kosovo, who 
discussed various timely topics focusing

on the theme and sub-themes of  the 
conference. 
 During the two-day conference, 
which encompassed six parallel sessions – 
three sessions each day with each session 
having a different subtheme, 55 research 
were presented from the Philippines and 
India. An awarding ceremony was held 
towards the end of  the second day for the 
Best Papers and Best Presenters. There 
are two research papers that were hailed 
as best papers and six participants as Best 
Presenters. It was Sr. Editha S. Zerna, OSA, 
Ph.D., LCUP University President who 
announced the winners. The conference 
was concluded by the summary report 
of  Dr. Jocelyn Hipona, the conference 
convenor, and the words of  gratitude 
from Dr. Janet Valdez, the (...see page 4)

(Left) A panel discussion during the Plenary Session on Day 1 (Middle) Sr. Editha S. Zerna, OSA, PhD announcing the awardees for the 2nd LCUP-GE&RA 
International Conference (Right) The organizing committee, moderators, and coordinators behind the virtual curtain.
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 The University, through its Basic 
Education Department, in coordination 
with the Integral Evangelization Program 
Office and the Crisis Management 
Committee, held a face-to-face First 
Confession and First Communion 
ceremonies for both Grade 3 and Grade 
4 students on March 19 and March 
25, 2022, respectively at Our Lady of  
Consolation Chapel, La Consolacion 
University Philippines - Catmon Campus. 

 Since the global pandemic struck 
in the year 2020, culminating activities for 
students have also halted due to the learning 
adjustments implemented by the academic 
industry. With the full cooperation of  
parents and BED teachers, the said 
activity was conducted after two years but 
with strict adherence to the University’s 
COVID-19 prevention, mitigation, and 
control protocols. Forty-two grade 3 and 
4 pupils participated and experienced their

first confession and communion.
 A drive-through confession 
was held in preparation for the first 
communion. Parents accompanied their 
children on their way to the confessional 
while campus ministers and teachers 
guided the students inside the University 
chapel for their prayers of  penance. The 
First Confession should be taken first 
before the First Communion, for children 
should receive the grace of  forgiveness and 
repentance before receiving the body of  
Christ.
 A Eucharistic Celebration 
presided by Rev. Fr. Ramon Sabangan was 
held for 42 first communicants to receive 
the Eucharist. University Administrators, 
Basic Education Department teachers, 
and LCUP Sisters also attended the said 
ceremony. After the ceremony, a class photo 
was taken, wherein a strict implementation 
of  social distancing was observed.

 In line with its C.L.E.A.N. EARTH 
(Care for the Lives in the Environment 
And restore, coNserve resources of  the 
EARTH) project, the University, through 
the initiatives of  the Mother Rita Barcelo 
Outreach Program (MRBOP) Unit, joined 
in the celebration of  the World Water Day, 
March 22, 2022, at the La Consolacion 
University Philippines – Catmon Campus.
 In collaboration with the Basic 
Education Department, College of  
Alternative Education, Graduate Studies 
Department, Alumni Affairs Office, and 
University Building Maintenance Services 
Office, the activity was organized, and the 
University was able to acquire donations 
that funded the program.
 The activity started with a 
Eucharistic celebration presided by Fr. 
Howard John Tarrayo, followed by the 
blessing of  fingerlings, soil, and plants. The 

donations received were able to purchase 
5,500 medium-sized Tilapia fingerlings; 
moreover, the Basic Education Department 
provided bags of  soil and plants for the 
tree-planting activity.
 After the blessing, the LCUP 
community proceed to the Agustino 
Farm to witness the dropping of  Tilapia 
fingerlings. School administrators and 
LCUP sisters hopped in a huge raft and 

fish pond to drop the fingerlings. These 
fingerlings will be in the care of  the UBMS 
Office until the time comes when it is 
ready to be harvested. The beneficiaries 
of  this project are the UBMS Maintenance 
personnel. A Tree-Planting activity led 
by the Basic Education Department 
followed wherein fruit-bearing trees 
were planted by the BED teachers in 
different areas inside the University.

(Left) A male student receiving his first holy eucharist and (right) a female student during her 
first confession

(Left) BED teachers conducting their tree-planting activity and (right) dropping of  Tilapia fingerlings in the 
Agustino fish pond
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University celebrates World Water Day through its C.L.E.A.N. Earth Project



Municipality of  Calumpit, organized a Via 
Crucis sa Ilog Angat or fluvial Station of  the 
Cross on April 12. The Via Crucis sa Ilog 
aims to dedicate the prayers of  the Stations 
of  the Cross to ask forgiveness from God 
for the harms inflicted on the river and 
all the life forms therein. Moreover, for 
the multiplication of  life in the said body 
of  water, 40,000 Tilapia fingerlings were 
scattered. These fingerlings were produced 
through donations from LCUP personnel, 
students, and alumni. The celebration of  
the Holy Eucharist commenced the Via 
Crucis Sa Ilog Angat in Santo Niño Parish, 
Calumpit, Bulacan, at 6:30 in the morning. 
The Mass was presided by the Parish Priest 

Rev. Fr. Jose Roland Colendrino. After the 
Mass, participants proceeded to the boats 
and started the fluvial Stations of  the 
Cross. The prayer of  the Stations of  the 
Cross ended in the Diocesan Shrine and 
Parish of  St. John the Baptist in Poblacion, 
Calumpit Bulacan.
 Lenten Season is 40 days of  
spiritual discipline in the Catholic 
community, a time of  the year to 
commemorate the passion, sufferings, 
death, and resurrection of  Jesus Christ. As 
a Catholic school, LCUP annually practices 
these customs and traditions of  Lent with 
the active participation of  its students and 
personnel.

conference host. The conference was 
organized through a committee led by 
the Research, Publications, and Linkages 
Office headed by Dr. Mark Rey Santos 
with sub-unit heads Dr. Janet Valdez 
(Research), Ms. Via Galman (Publications), 
and Ms. Cathy Raymundo (Linkages) 
with the efforts of  Ms. Ronamel Cruz, 
Secretary to the VP-RPL as well. The 
organizing committee involved several 
departments, namely the Office of  the 
University President and Vice-Presidents, 
Marketing and Promotions Office, Finance 
and Administrative Services, Management 
Information Systems Office, and University 
Building Maintenance Services Office.
 It was on June 4, 2021, when LCUP 
and GE&RA ventured into a partnership 
towards research collaborations through the 
organization of  international conferences 
and the publication of  research. It was 
tied up through a virtual MOU signing 
and organized its first International Web 
Conference on July 23-24, 2021.

 The University showed beyond 
doubt its world-class wit and talent as its 
student from the College of  International 
Tourism and Hospitality Management 
(CITHM) Patricia Belle Jacinto, hailed as 
the champion of  the recently concluded 6th 
AUAP Student English Speech Competition 
on April 27-28, 2022, via Zoom.
 Jacinto was one of  the 10 
contestants from different universities in 
Asia during the finals last April 28, 2022, 
and emerged victorious in securing the 
championship. Prior to this, Jacinto took 
on the semi-finals on April 27, 2022, with 
Christian Allan Arranza from the College 

of  Alternative Education, for they were 
able to qualify for the top 30. 
 To select the students who 
will compete, the University organized 
an institutional Virtual English Speech 
Competition joined by students from 
different colleges. Three students were 
selected to compete, including Jacinto, 
Arranza, and Erica Faith Gagwis from the 
CITHM.
 The competition was organized 
by the Association of  the Universities of  
Asia and the Pacific in collaboration with 
Siam University, Bangkok, Thailand, and 
the Association of  Indian Principals.
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(Left) LCUP Community sailing Ilog Angat during the fluvial Via Crucis and (right) one of  the stations  
erected by a sponsor family

LCUP and GE&RA kicks-
off 2nd International 

Web Conference
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LCUP emergeS as the champion of the 2nd AUAP Virtual English 
Speech Competition

Jacinto performing her piece during the AUAP 
Student Speech Competition finals


